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SOLEMNITY   of  OUR  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST,  KING  of  THE  UNIVERSE 
 

 
 

SUNDAY  REFLECTION 
We often use three words to describe Jesus Christ:  Priest, Prophet, King.  Today is the 
celebration of His universal kingship.  We celebrate it around the altar of His priesthood, all of 
us sharing in the dignity, that service. 
Perhaps the most neglected side of our portrait of Jesus Christ is the prophetic.  And this is a 
strange reality.  Because it is obvious from Scripture that the life and works of the prophets are 
the secret music:  He hears throughout His life.  He is bone from their bone, flesh from their 
flesh.  His mother Mary, in her address to Elizabeth, makes the theme of the prophetic tradition 
her own credo. 
Nowhere is this influence more pointed than in today’s Gospel from Matthew.  Our First 
Reading from Ezekiel is echoed, expanded.  The judgements of Ezekiel, and all the other 
prophets, on the society of their time becomes the judgement of the Lord on all of history.  
How do we treat the poor and broken ones in our society?  These are the signs which reveal our 
faith, our hope, our love.  To love God is to love all creation.  It is to love people in all their 
needs.  Matthew’s Gospel, and the words of Jesus Christ, push this ethic even further.  It is the 
least of the people who are Christ:  ‘in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers 



of mine, you did it to me’.  So the idea of the universal King is given a huge turn of meaning.  All 
the universe – from the ‘Least’ to the ‘Risen One’ - is King. 
There is yet a further development in this new vision in our Second Reading.  When St. Paul 
images the final scenario he sees God as ‘all in all’. 
This is the last Sunday in the Church Year.  It is appropriate and fitting that this daring, 
magnificent, challenging vision should be placed before us on this day.  It is challenging:  the 
prophetic fires singe and burn our conscience.  But it is also magnificent.  It has a unity and 
perfection that gives us hope – that the world created out of love by a loving God will one day 
be ‘all in all’ with that same God.  And that vision gives us the courage to feed the hungry, to 
clothe the naked, visit the sick and the prisoners.  There we find Christ.  There we find God who 
is ‘all in all’. 
 

STEWARDSHIP:   When the son of Man comes in glory, may we be among those who have 

fed the hungry, welcomed the stranger, and clothed the naked.  For Jesus tells us clearly that it 
is those who have demonstrated good stewardship by sharing their gifts with the less fortunate 
who will receive God’s blessing and inherit the kingdom. 

 
READINGS  FIRST  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT                                                    29  NOV  ‘20 
Is.  63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7:   The prophet gives  a vivid picture of the way the power of sin can 
imprison and deprave.  Only God, like a potter, can mold us into what He would have us to be. 
1 Cor.  1:3-9:   Too often we think of Advent solely as a time of waiting for the Child of 
Bethlehem.  Our reading here makes it clear that what we are waiting for is nothing less than 
the final working out of God’s plan for the world. 
Mk.  13:33-37:   ‘Be prepared’ is the message of Jesus:  Prepared for this world and also for the 
eternity that can be ours when He returns in glory. 
 

FEAST  of  CHRIST  THE  KING 
In the church’s liturgical calendar, this is the last Sunday of the year, 22 November.  Advent and 
a new year begin next Sunday, 29 November.  Traditionally, for those of us in the Church, the 
year goes out with a burst of homage and praise to Christ, the king of the universe.  This feast is 
designed to give special recognition to the dominion Christ our Lord has over all aspects of our 
lives.  But why and how did it come about?  And why is it so important today? 
In 1922, when Cardinal Ambrogio Achille Ratti was elected pope and took the name Pope Pius 
XI, much of the world was in shambles.  While the bloodletting of World War I (1914-1918) had 
ended, widespread peace and tranquility were not evident. 
The war to end all wars had been especially devastating to England and the countries of 
continental Europe.  Additionally, the overthrow of the Romanov tsars by the Russian 
Revolution had created great upheaval in Russia and brought immense suffering.  Governments 
were in economic chaos, unemployment was rampant and people in many places were literally 
starving to death. 
The stability of the old social and political orders that had embraced royal houses and crowned 
heads of state were crumbling.  The victorious warring powers sought severe penalties and 
unreasonable reparations from the vanquished Germans through the Treaty of Versailles. 



Pessimism, a sense of helplessness compounded by hatred among the nations, was 
overwhelming.  The time was ripe for the rise of tyrants.  The festering philosophies of fascism, 
National Socialism (the Nazis) and communism now spawned the likes of Benito Mussolini, 
Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin.  Pope Pius XI’s predecessor, Pope Benedict XV, had warned 
about this prophetically in 1920 when he wrote, “There can be no stable peace or lasting 
treaties, though made after long and difficult negotiations and duly signed, unless there be a 
return of mutual charity to appease hate and banish enmity.” 
In their distress, people clung to anyone who offered them hope, offered some kind of direction 
out of the chaos and promised to put food on their tables.  They gravitated to the promises of a 
better life spoken of by the emerging dictators, and as they did they often sought to be self-
sufficient to the exclusion of God from their everyday lives. 
Many considered the basics of morality and the teachings of the Church to be out of date, no 
longer relevant in 20th-century society.  Modern thinking allowed that, at most, Christ might be 
king in the private life of the individual, but certainly not in the public world. 
Some political regimes advocated the banishment of Jesus altogether, not only from society, 
but from the family as well.  As nations were reborn and governments restructured, their 
foundations, policies and laws were often being fashioned without regard to Christian 
principles. 
In all these developments, the new Pope Pius XI saw that people were denying Christ in favor of 
a lifestyle dominated by secularism, material advantage and false hope created by the tyrants. 
He realized that he had to ad- dress the political and economic forces that were crowding out 
the kingship of Jesus. As a start, he dedicated his reign as pope to “The Peace of Christ in the 
Kingdom of Christ” ( Pax Christi in Regno Christi ). 
In 1925, the Church celebrated a jubilee year in honor of the 1,600th anniversary of the Council 
of Nicaea. The council fathers taking part in that ancient gathering in A.D. 325 had affirmed the 
full divinity of Jesus Christ as God the Son, one in being with God the Father. Their 
pronouncement became a creed that was later expanded into what we now call the Nicene 
Creed, which we still profess at Mass every Sunday. 
Throughout the anniversary year, Pope Pius constantly emphasized the kingship of Christ as 
declared in the Creed: “His kingdom will have no end.” He stressed that theme throughout the 
year as it repeatedly appeared in the Church’s celebrations of the Annunciation, the Epiphany, 
the Transfiguration and the Ascension. As part of the Holy Year, which was afforded great 
attention and pomp by the Vatican, hundreds of thousands of pilgrims flocked to Rome, 
demonstrating great fervor for their faith. 
On Dec. 11 of the jubilee year, and in order to acknowledge perpetually the supremacy of Jesus 
Christ over all men, nations and earthly allegiances, the pope issued the encyclical Quas Primas, 
which added the feast of “Our Lord Jesus Christ the King” to the annual Church liturgical 
calendar. 
Some at the time argued that such a celebration was unnecessary because the ancient feast of 
the Epiphany already acknowledged Christ as King. But more than 340 religious leaders, 
including cardinals and bishops, had called for the new celebration, and the pope was glad to 
grant their request. 
The encyclical provided for the feast of Christ the King to be held each year on the last Sunday 
of October. This date, a week before All Saints’ Day and four weeks before Advent, was 



carefully chosen: It reminded the people that Jesus Christ is not only King of this world, reigning 
among nations today; He is also the eternal King, glorified by the saints in heaven, who will one 
day come to judge all humankind. 
In his encyclical, the pope noted that the continuing disorder of that era, what he called “the 
plague of society,” had long been festering and was the result of nations rejecting Christ. Later 
in the encyclical the pontiff pointedly reminded national governments, “Christ, who has been 
cast out of public life, despised, neglected and ignored, will most severely avenge these insults; 
for His kingly dignity demands that the State should take account of the commandments of God 
and of Christian principles, both in making laws and in administering justice, and also in 
providing for the young a sound moral education” (No. 32). 
 

THANKSGIVING   
Many are familiar with the famous story of the first Thanksgiving. It centers on the religious 
Pilgrims fleeing from England and forming a colony at Plymouth, Massachusetts. Once there, a 
Native American tribe helps them grow food, and in November of 1621, the two groups come 
together for a harvest celebration. 
What you may not have known is that a Catholic Native American was behind it all. 
Before the Mayflower landed, a Native American man named Squanto was first captured by 
Captain George Weymouth in 1605 as he was exploring the coast of Massachusetts. Squanto 
was brought back to England and trained to be an interpreter. He then returned to the New 
World in 1614 with John Smith (think Pocahontas), possibly as a guide. However, Smith left 
Squanto there and an associate of his (Thomas Hunt) kidnapped him with hopes of selling him 
and other natives in Spain. 
When he arrived in Spain, Squanto escaped the captivity of John Hunt and lived with Franciscan 
Friars for a few years. He was baptized and eventually left the monastery, hoping to return to 
his homeland. He reached England in 1619 and was able to board a ship back to Massachusetts 
and searched for his former tribe, discovering that they all died from smallpox. 
Then the Pilgrims came in 1620 and a few months later in 1621 discovered, to their 
astonishment, a Native American who knew English (enter, Squanto). He came to their rescue 
and taught them everything: how to grow corn, squash and even where to fish. 
Squanto became vital to the survival of the Pilgrim colony and was a valued interpreter. He died 
two years later and William Bradford, governor of Plymouth, said that he was, “a special 
instrument sent of God for their good beyond their expectation.” 
Some historians believe that the Pilgrims would have died before celebrating their first 
Thanksgiving if it wasn’t for Squanto. 
 

ADORATION    Continued                                                                                   
DEVELOPMENT OF EUCHARISTIC ADORATION                                                                         
As we have seen, there had been reservation and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament since the 
early days of the Church. But with the Council of Trent began a new era in the devotion of the 
faithful to Christ's Real Presence in the Eucharist. 
The Forty-Hours Devotion. Before the end of the sixteenth century, Pope Clement VIII in 1592 
issued a historic document on what was called in Italian Quarant' Ore (Forty Hours). 



The devotion consisted of forty hours of continual prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
exposed. Introduced earlier on a local scale in Milan, the Bishop of Rome not only authorized 
the devotion for Rome, but explained how it should be practiced. 
We have determined to establish publicly in this Mother City of Rome an uninterrupted course 
of prayer in such wise that in the different churches [he specifies them] on appointed days, 
there be observed the pious and salutary devotion of the Forty Hours; with such an 
arrangement of churches and times that, at every hour of the day and night, the incense of 
prayer shall ascend without intermission before the face of the Lord. 
About a century later (1731) his successor, Clement XIII, published a detailed set of instructions 
for the proper carrying out of the Forty-Hours' devotion, for example: 
 The Blessed Sacrament is always exposed on the high altar, except in patriarchal basilicas. 
 Statues, relics and pictures around the altar of exposition are to be removed or veiled. 
 Only clerics in surplices may take care of the altar of exposition. 
 There must be continuous relays of worshippers before the Blessed Sacrament and should 

include a priest or cleric in major orders. 
 No Masses are to be said at the altar of exposition. 
Gradually the Forty Hours devotion spread throughout the Catholic world. Proposed by the 
Code of Canon Law in 1917, the new Code states that in churches or oratories where the 
Eucharist is reserved, "it is recommended (commendatur) . . . that there be held each year a 
solemn exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for an appropriate, even if not for a continuous, 
time so that the local community may more attentively meditate on and adore the Eucharistic 
Mystery" (Canon 942). 

  
Perpetual Adoration. The term "perpetual adoration" is broadly used to designate the 
practically uninterrupted adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The term may mean several 
things: 

 The adoration is literally perpetual, so that someone is always in prayer before the Holy 
Eucharist. 

 The adoration is morally perpetual, with only such short interruptions as imperative 
reasons or uncontrollable circumstances require. 

 The adoration is uninterrupted for a longer or shorter period, a day or several days, as in 
the Forty-Hours devotion. 

 The adoration is uninterrupted in one special church or chapel. 
 The adoration is uninterrupted in different churches or chapels in a locality like a 

diocese or a country, or throughout the world. 
Some writers trace the first beginnings of perpetual adoration to the late fourth century, when 
converts to the faith in some dioceses were to adore the Blessed Sacrament exposed for eight 
days after their baptism. It is certain, however, that even before the institution of the feast of 

Corpus Christi, not only religious in convents and monasteries but the laity practiced 

Eucharistic adoration. 

After his victory over the Albigenses, King Louis VII of France asked the Bishop of Avignon to 
have the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Chapel of the Holy Cross (September 14, 1226). The 
throng of adorers was so great that the bishop decided to have the adoration continue day and 



night. This was later ratified by the Holy See and continued uninterrupted until 1792 during the 
French Revolution. It was resumed in 1829. 
It was not until after the Council of Trent, however, that perpetual adoration began to develop 
on a world-wide scale. We may distinguish especially the following forms. 
  
Cloistered Religious Institutes were founded for the express purpose of adoring the Holy 
Eucharist day and night. Some, like the Benedictines of the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Austria (1654), took a solemn vow of perpetual adoration. 

Apostolic Religious Institutes were started to both practice adoration themselves and promote 
perpetual worship of the Eucharist among the faithful. Thus began the Congregation of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, and of the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Altar. Formally approved in 1817, its aim is to honor and imitate the four states of Christ's 
life to be honored and imitated by the exercise of adoration of the Eucharist. 

  
Men's Nocturnal Adoration societies began on an international scale in Rome in 1810 with the 
founding of the Pious Union of the Adorers of the Most Blessed Sacrament. They spread 
throughout Europe and into North and South America. Their focus was (and is) on perpetual 
adoration in the strict sense. 
  
Perpetual Eucharistic Associations of the faithful go back to the seventeenth century. One of 
the earliest was started by Baron de Renty in 1641 at St. Paul's parish in Paris. It was a 
perpetual adoration society for ladies. At Boulonge in France (1753), the parishes were divided 
into twelve groups representing the twelve months of the year. Each group contained as many 
parishes as there were days in the month it represented. Each church in every group was 
assigned one day for Eucharistic adoration. 

Among the apostles of perpetual adoration for the laity, none has had a more lasting 

influence in the modern world than St. Peter Julian Eymard. In 1856 he founded the 

Blessed Sacrament Fathers in Paris and two years later, with Marguerite Guillot, he 

established the Servants of the Blessed Sacrament, a cloistered contemplative 

congregation of women. Peter Eymard's published conferences on the Real Presence 

have inspired numerous lay associations. They have taken his words literally when he 

said, "In the presence of Jesus Christ in the Most Blessed Sacrament, all greatness 

disappears, all holiness humbles itself and comes to nothing. Jesus Christ is there!" 

Visits to the Blessed Sacrament. Not unlike perpetual adoration, so the history of visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament is best known from the monastic spirituality of the early Middle Ages. In the 
thirteenth century Ancren Riwle, or Rule for Anchoresses, the nuns were to begin their day by a 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament. 



Priests also, who had easy access to the reserved Holy Eucharist, would regularly visit Our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament. Thus the martyr, St. Thomas a Becket (1118-1170), in one of his 
letters writes to a friend, "If you do not harken to me who have been wont to pray for you in an 
abundance of tears and with groanings not a few before the Majesty of the Body of Christ" 
(Materials, V, 276). 
By the fourteenth century, we read how the English mystic, Richard Rolle, strongly exhorts 
Christians to visit the nearby church as often as they can. Why? Because "In the Church is most 
devotion to pray, for there is God upon the altar to hear those who pray to Him and to grant 
them what they ask and what is best for them" (Works, I, 145). Church historians tell us that by 

the end of the century, the practice of people visiting the Blessed Sacrament became 

fairly common. 
One of the sobering facts of the Reformation is to know what happened when the English 
Reformers separated from Rome. At first they did not forbid the clergy to reserve some of both 
species after the Lord's Supper ceremony--to be taken to the sick and the dying. But before 
long, reservation of the Eucharistic elements became rare. This was to be expected after 
the Thirty-Nine Articles (1571) declared that transubstantiation was untrue and that the 
Eucharist should not be worshipped or carried about in procession. 
Three hundred years later, the Anglicans, who started the Oxford Movement, restored 
continuous reservation of the Eucharist and encouraged visits to the Blessed Sacrament. Credit 
for this return to Catholic Eucharistic piety belongs to the Anglican Sisterhood of St. Margaret, 
founded in 1854. The community records show that soon after its foundation the Sisters were 
making daily visits to the Eucharist in their oratory and, about the same time, Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament was introduced. 
In the Catholic Church, visits to the Blessed Sacrament have become a standard part of personal 
and communal prayer. The first Code of Canon Law urged the "faithful to visit the Most Blessed 
Sacrament as often as possible" (Canon 1273). The new Code is more specific. 
Unless there is a grave reason to the contrary, a church, in which the Blessed Eucharist is 
reserved, is to be open to the faithful for at least some hours every day, so that they can pray 
before the Blessed Sacrament (Canon 937). 
Members of religious institutes are simply told that each day they are to "adore the Lord 
Himself present in the Sacrament" (Canon 663, #2). 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. As with other Eucharistic devotions, Benediction, as it is 
commonly called, began in the thirteenth century. It was strongly influenced by the 
establishment of the feast of Corpus Christi. Two hymns, especially O Salutaris 
Hostia and Tantum Ergo, composed by St. Thomas Aquinas, became part of the Benediction 
service. 

One aspect of the history of Benediction that is not commonly known is its early association 
with devotion to the Blessed Virgin. This was already expressed- in the Pange Lingua for the 
First Vespers of the Corpus Christi liturgy, saying, "To us He was given, to us he was born of a 
pure Virgin." Except for Mary, there would have been no Incarnation, and except for the 
Incarnation there would be no Eucharist. 



As related by historians, by the early thirteenth century there were organized confraternities 
and guilds in great numbers, whose custom was to sing canticles in the evening of the day 
before a statue of Our Lady. The canticles were called Laude (praises) and were often 
composed in the vernacular or even the local dialect of the people. In the hands of such people 
as the Franciscan Giacopone da Todi (1230-1306), these hymns helped to develop a native 
Italian literature. The confraternities were called Laudesi. 
With the stimulus given by the Feast of Corpus Christi, these Marian canticle meetings were 
often accompanied by exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. What began as a practice to add 
solemnity to the Marian devotions became, in time, a distinctive form of Eucharistic piety. 
In France these Marian canticle sessions were called Salut, in the Low Countries Lof, in Germany 
and England simply Salve. They were gradually combined with exposition of the Eucharist, 
especially when the Blessed Sacrament was carried in procession and/or the sick were blessed 
with the Holy Eucharist. When people made out their wills, many included bequests for the 
continued support of these evening song-fests honoring Our Lady and would specify that the 
Blessed Sacrament should be exposed during the whole time of the Salut. The generations-old 
practice of blessing the sick with the Holy Eucharist at Lourdes is merely an extension of this 
combining of Benediction with devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
  
Eucharistic Congresses  As public demonstrations of faith in the Real Presence, local Eucharistic 
congresses go back to the Middle Ages. But the first international congress grew out of the zeal 
of Marie-Marthe Tamisier (1834-1910) a French laywoman who from childhood had an 
extraordinary devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. She called a day without Holy Communion 
her Good Friday. Having several times tried unsuccessfully to enter a religious community, she 
spent much of her life spreading devotion to the Real Presence. Inspired by the conferences of 
Peter Julian Eymard and directed by Abbe Chevier of Lyons, she first promoted pilgrimages to 
shrines where Eucharistic miracles were reported to have taken place. Finally the first 
international Eucharistic Congress was held at Lille in 1881. At the fifth Congress at Toulouse in 
1886, over fifteen-hundred bishops and priests, and thirty-thousand of the laity participated. 
By now international congresses have been held on all the continents, including Africa, Asia and 
Australia. Pope Paul VI attended the thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth Eucharistic congresses at 
Bombay in 1964 and Bogota in 1968. Pope John Paul was to have attended the centenary 
congress at Lourdes in 1981, but was prevented because of the assassination attempt on his life 
on May 13th of that year. 
National congresses have become widespread. During one of these, at Bogota in 1980, Pope 
John Paul II synthesized the role which, in God's providence, a Eucharistic congress is meant to 
serve. 
The Eucharistic Congress is first and foremost a great community act of faith in the presence 
and in the action of Jesus in the Eucharist, Who remains with us sacramentally to travel with us 
along our ways, so that with His power, we can cope with our problems, our toil, our suffering. 
From this moment let us unite round the consecrated Host, the divine Pilgrim among pilgrims, 
eager to draw from Him the inspiration and strength to make ours the needs and aspirations of 
our emigrant brothers. 



The Eucharistic Congress should demonstrate particularly and highlight the fact that the People 
of God here on earth lives by the Eucharist, that it draws from It its strength for everyday toils 
and for the struggles in all spheres of its existence (June 30 and July 9, 1980). 
More than a century of experience has verified this judgment of the Pope. 

 
SAINT  OF  THE  WEEK      MIGUEL  AGUSTIN  PRO    PRIEST / MARTYR    23 NOV 

 
 
Miguel Augustine Pro Juárez (1891-1927) was killed for being a Catholic priest during 
the persecution of the Church under President Plutarco Elías Calles, who was rabidly 
anti-Catholic. Pro was born in Guadalupe de Zacatecas, Mexico, the son of a mining 
engineer. He received most of his early education from tutors so when he entered the 
Society of Jesus, he had not yet completed his secondary education and found studies 
difficult. He compensated for lack of academic preparation by devoting himself to prayer 
and the search for holiness.                                                                                           
Pro took his vows in August 1913, at a moment of growing conflict in Mexican history. 
General Venustiano Carranza and the bandit Pancho Villa attacked the Church and the 
clergy, sacking church buildings and torturing priests and religious. On Aug. 5, 1914, a 
party of Carranza's men ransacked the novitiate's main house and burned its library. 
The rector realized that the situation would only worsen so he told his men that each 
one would be responsible for making his own way across the border into the United 
States and then on to California where the Jesuits offered a building at Los Gatos to the 
exiled seminarians from Mexico. Pro arrived there on October 9 and spent a year there 
before going to Spain to study philosophy. In 1920 he was assigned to teach in 
Nicaragua, and then returned to Spain for theology. In 1924 he went to Enghien, 
Belgium to complete the theology course and study sociology because he was 
interested in the worker movements and wanted to be prepared for his return to Mexico. 
He was ordained in 1925 as the persecution back in Mexico sharpened under Elías 



Calles.                                                                                                                       
Father Pro had no difficulty entering his homeland in June 1926, but at the end of July 
the government suppressed all public worship and closed the churches. Every priest 
became a hunted criminal. Faithful Mexicans, however, still sought the sacraments so 
Pro continued his ministry in secret. He established stations in various parts of Mexico 
City and visited them regularly to preach and offer the sacraments. He usually lived with 
his family, who had moved to Mexico City, but he also had some other places where he 
could seek shelter. Two of his brothers, Humberto and Roberto, helped him in his work 
by printing and distributing literature for the Religious Defense League. The young 
Jesuit lived without fear and carried on his priestly ministry until November 1927. 

On Sunday, Nov. 13, someone attempted to assassinate General Alvaro Obregón with 
a bomb which exploded without killing the general. Neither Fr. Pro nor his brothers were 
involved in the plot but one of them owned a car used in the attempt and had sold it only 
days earlier. The brothers decided it would be safer to leave Mexico for the United 
States, but before they could depart, police surrounded the house where they were 
staying and arrested all three Pro brothers. The actual mastermind of the plot, Luis 
Segura, turned himself into the police when he heard that Father Pro had been arrested 
and blamed for the attempt. President Calles wanted to make an example out of the 
Jesuit even though the one actually responsible for the crime was in custody. On Nov. 
22 he invited friends to a special execution the following day.                                    
Soldiers escorted the unsuspecting Jesuit priest into the prison yard the morning of Nov. 
23. When he saw the spectators and the firing squad, he asked for a few moments to 
pray, and then refused the blindfold when it was offered. Holding his rosary in his hand, 
he stood in front of the bullet-chipped wall and stretched his arms out in the form of a 
cross. When the order came to fire, he cried out, ""Vivo Cristo Rey! Long live Christ the 
King."" His brother Humberto was executed later that morning but Roberto was spared 
at the last moment. Luis Segura was also shot that morning. Pro's father claimed the 
body and had a wake in the family home; thousands of workers as well as soldiers 
came by to see the martyr's body. 

REFLECTIONS  ON  DAILY  READINGS 
THIRTY-FOURTH  WEEK  MONDAY  23  NOV - SATURDAY  28  NOV 

 
Doing “Great” Things! 

Monday  23  November     St. Clement I, Pope/Martyr;  St. Columban, Abbot;   
    Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro,  Priest/Martyr 

     Rv. 14:1-5     Ps. 24:1-6     Lk. 21:1-4 
When Jesus looked up he saw some wealthy people putting their offerings into the 
treasury and he noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins. He said, “I tell you truly, 
this poor widow put in more than all the rest; for those others have all made offerings 
from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.”  
(Lk. 21:1-4)  



Did she really give more than all the rest?  According to Jesus, she did!  So how can that 
be?  This Gospel passage reveals to us how God sees our giving compared to the worldly view. 
What is giving and generosity all about?  Is it about how much money we have?  Or is it 
something deeper, something more interior?  Certainly it is the latter. 
Giving, in this case, is in reference to money.  But this is simply an illustration of all forms of 
giving we are called to offer.  For example, we are also called to give of our time and talents to 
God for the love of others, the upbuilding of the Church and the spreading of the Gospel.   
Look at giving from this perspective.  Consider the giving of some of the great saints who lived 
hidden lives.  St. Thérèse of Lisieux, for example, gave her life to Christ in countless small 
ways.  She lived within the walls of her convent and had little interaction with the world. 
Therefore, from a worldly perspective, she gave very little and made little difference.  However, 
today she is considered one of the greatest doctors of the Church thanks to the small gift of her 
spiritual autobiography and the witness of her life. 
The same may be able to be said of you.  Perhaps you are one who is busy with what seems to 
be small and insignificant daily tasks.  Perhaps cooking, cleaning, caring for the family and the 
like occupy your day.  Or perhaps your employment takes up most of what you do each day and 
you find you have little time left for “great” things offered to Christ.  The question is really this: 
How does God see your daily service?   
Reflect, today, on your calling in life.  Perhaps you are not called to go forth and do “great 
things” from a public and worldly perspective.  Or perhaps you do not even do “great things” 
that are visible within the Church.  But what God sees are the daily acts of love you do in the 
smallest of ways.  Embracing your daily duty, loving your family, offering daily prayers, etc., are 
treasures that you can offer God every day.  He sees these and, most importantly, He sees the 
love and devotion with which you do them.  So do not give in to a false and worldly notion of 
greatness.  Do small things with great love and you will be giving an abundance to God in 
service of His holy will. 
Lord, I give myself to You and to Your service this day and every day.  May I do all I am called to 
do with great love.  Please continue to show me my daily duty and help me to embrace that 
duty in accord with Your holy will.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 
The Chaos to Come 
Tuesday  24  November    St. Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest/Martyr & Companion Martyrs  
     Rv. 14:14-19     Ps. 96:10-13     Lk. 21:5-11 

“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful 
earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; and awesome sights and mighty 
signs will come from the sky.”  (Lk. 21:10-11)  

This prophecy of Jesus will most certainly unfold.  How will it unfold, practically 
speaking?  That’s still to be seen.     
True, some people may say that this prophecy is already being fulfilled in our world.  Some will 
try to associate this and other prophetic passages of Scripture with a certain time or event.  But 
this would be a mistake.  It would be a mistake because the very nature of a prophecy is that 
it’s veiled.  All prophecy is true and will be fulfilled, but not all prophecy will be understood with 
perfect clarity until Heaven.   



So what do we take from this prophetic word from our Lord?  Though this passage may, in fact, 
refer to more grand and universal events to come, it may also speak to our own particular 
situations present in our life today.  Therefore, we should allow His words to speak to us within 
those situations.  One specific message this passage tells us is that we should not be surprised 
if, at times, it appears as if our world is rattled to the core.  In other words, when we see chaos, 
evil, sin and malice all around us, we should not be surprised and we should not get 
discouraged.  This is an important message for us as we press on through life. 
For each one of us, there may be many “earthquakes, famines, and plagues” that we encounter 
in life.  They will take on various forms and will be the cause of much distress at times.  But they 
do not need to be.  If we understand that Jesus is aware of the chaos we may encounter and if 
we understand that He actually prepared us for it, we will be more at peace when the troubles 
come.  In a sense, we will be able to simply say, “Oh, this is one of those things, or one of those 
moments, Jesus said would come.”  This understanding of the challenges to come should help 
prepare us for them and endure them with hope and trust. 
Reflect, today, on any particular ways that this prophetic word of Christ has taken place in your 
own life.  Know that Jesus is there in the midst of all apparent chaos, leading you through to the 
glorious conclusion He has in mind for you! 
Lord, when my world seems to cave in around me, help me to turn my eyes to You and to trust in 
Your mercy and grace.  Help me to know that You will never abandon me and that You have a 
perfect plan for all things.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 
The Coming Persecution 
Wednesday  25 November     St. Catherine of Alexandria  Virgin/Martyr   
     Rv. 15:1-4     Ps. 98:1-3, 7-9     Lk. 21:12-19 

Jesus said to the crowd: “They will seize and persecute you, they will hand you over to the 
synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because 
of my name. It will lead to your giving testimony.”  (Lk. 21:12-13)  

This is a sobering thought.  And as this passage continues, it becomes even more challenging.  It 
goes on to say, “You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and 
they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair 
on your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your lives.” 
There are two key points we should take from this passage.  First, like yesterday’s Gospel, Jesus 
is offering a prophecy to us that prepares us for the persecution to come.  By telling us what is 
to come, we will be better prepared when it does 
come.  Yes, to be treated with harshness and cruelty, especially by family and those close to us, 
is a heavy cross.  It can rattle us to the point of discouragement, anger and despair.  But do not 
give in!  The Lord foresaw this and is preparing us for it. 
Second, Jesus gives us the answer to how we deal with being treated harshly and 
maliciously.  He says, “By your perseverance you will secure your lives.”  By remaining strong 
through the trials of life and by retaining hope, mercy and confidence in God, we will become 
victorious. This is such an important message.  And it’s a message that is certainly easier said 
than done.   
Reflect, today, upon the invitation Jesus gives to us to live in perseverance.  Often times, when 
perseverance is needed the most, we do not feel like persevering.  We may, instead, feel like 



lashing out, fighting back and being angry.  But when difficult opportunities present themselves 
to us, we are able to live this Gospel in a way we could have never lived it if all things in our 
lives were easy and comfortable.  Sometimes the greatest gift we can be given is that which is 
most difficult, because it fosters this virtue of perseverance.  If you find yourself in such a 
situation today, turn your eyes to hope and see any persecution as a call to greater virtue. 
Lord, I offer You my crosses, hurts and persecution.  I offer to You every way that I have been 
mistreated.  For those small injustices, I beg for mercy.  And when the hatred of others causes 
me much distress, I pray that I will be able to persevere in Your grace.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 
The Return of Christ 
Thursday  26  November      
     Rv. 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9     Ps. 100:1-5     Lk. 21:20-28 

“And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But 
when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your 
redemption is at hand.”  (Lk. 21:27-28)  

Only three days left in this current liturgical year.  Sunday begins Advent and a new liturgical 
year!  Therefore, as we move closer to the end of this current liturgical year, we continue to 
turn our eyes to the last and glorious things to come.  Specifically, today we are presented with 
the glorious return of Jesus “coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”  What’s most 
interesting and helpful in this particular passage above is the call we are given to enter into His 
glorious return with our heads raised with much hope and confidence.   
This is an important image to ponder.  Try to imagine Jesus returning in all His splendor and 
glory.  Try to imagine Him coming in the most awe-inspiring and magnificent of ways.  The 
entire sky would be transformed as the angels of Heaven surround our Lord.  All earthly powers 
would suddenly be taken over by Jesus.  Every eye would be turned to Christ and everyone, 
whether they want to or not, would bow down before the glorious presence of the King of all 
Kings! 
This reality will take place.  It’s just a matter of time.  Jesus will, indeed, return and all will be 
made new.  The question is this:  Will you be ready?  Will this day take you by surprise?  If it 
were to happen today, what would your reaction be?  Would you be fearful and suddenly 
realize you should have repented of certain sins?  Would you immediately have certain regrets 
as you realize it is now too late to change your life in the way our Lord desires?  Or will you be 
one of those who stands erect with your head raised as you joyfully and confidently rejoice in 
the glorious return of our Lord? 
Reflect, today, upon how prepared you are for Jesus’ glorious return.  We are called to be ready 
at every moment.  Being prepared means we are living fully in His grace and mercy and are 
living in accord with His perfect will.  If His return were at this moment, how prepared would 
you be? 
Lord, may Your Kingdom come and Your will be done.  Please do come, Jesus, and establish Your 
glorious Kingdom in my life here and now.  And as Your Kingdom is established in my life, help 
me to be prepared for Your glorious and total return at the end of the ages.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

The Lord is King 



Friday  27 November      
     Rv. 20:1-4, 11 – 21:2     Ps. 84:3-6,8     Lk. 21:29-33 

“…know that the Kingdom of God is near.”  (Lk. 21:31)   
We pray for this every time we pray the “Our Father” prayer.  We pray that “Thy Kingdom 
come.”  Do you mean it when you pray that? 
In this Gospel passage Jesus states that the Kingdom of God is near.  It is near, yet so often it is 
also very far away.  It is near in a twofold sense.  First, it is near in that Jesus will be returning in 
all His splendor and glory and make all things new.  Thus, His permanent Kingdom will come to 
be established. 
Second, His Kingdom is near in that it is only a prayer away.  Jesus longs to come to establish His 
Kingdom within our hearts, if we only let Him in.  Unfortunately, we often do not let Him 
in.  We often keep Him at a distance and go back and forth in our minds and 
hearts as to whether or not we will fully enter into His holy and perfect will.  We are so often 
hesitant to fully embrace Him and to allow His Kingdom to be established within us.   
Do you realize how near His Kingdom is?  Do you realize it is only a prayer and an act of your 
will away?  Jesus is able to come to us and take over our lives if we but let Him.  He is the all-
powerful King who is able to transform us into a new creation.  He is able to bring perfect peace 
and harmony to our soul.  He is able to do great and beautiful things within our hearts.  We only 
have to say the word, and mean it, and He will come. 
Reflect, today, upon the desire of the heart of Jesus to come to you and establish His Kingdom 
in your life.  He longs to be your Ruler and King and to govern your soul in perfect harmony and 
love.  Let Him come and establish His Kingdom within you.   
Lord, I invite You to come and take possession of my soul.  I choose You as my Lord and my 
God.  I give up control of my life and freely choose You as my God and divine King.  Jesus, I trust 
in You. 

 
Stay Awake! 
Saturday  28 November    
     Rv. 22:1-7     Ps. 95:1-7     Lk. 21:34-36 

“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the 
anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.”  (Lk. 21:34-35)  

This is the last day of our liturgical year!  And on this day, the Gospel reminds us of how easy it 
is to become lazy in our life of faith.  It reminds us that our hearts can become drowsy from 
“carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life.”  Let’s look at these temptations. 
First, we are warned against carousing and drunkenness.  This certainly applies on a literal level, 
meaning, we should obviously avoid abusing drugs and alcohol.  But it also applies to numerous 
other ways that we are made “drowsy” through a lack of temperance.  Abuse of alcohol is only 
one way of escaping from the burdens of life, but there are many ways we can do this.  Any 
time we give in to an excess of one sort or another, we begin to let our hearts become drowsy 
on a spiritual level.  Whenever we seek momentary escapes from life without turning to God, 
we allow ourselves to become spiritually drowsy.   
Second, this passage identifies “the anxieties of daily life” as a source of becoming drowsy.  So 
often we do face anxiety in life.  We can feel overwhelmed and overly burdened by one thing or 



another.  When we feel burdened by life, we tend to look for a way out.  And far too often, the 
“way out” is something that makes us spiritually drowsy.   
Jesus speaks this Gospel as a way of challenging us to remain awake and vigilant in our life of 
faith.  This happens when we keep the truth in our minds and hearts and our eyes on the will of 
God.  The moment we turn our eyes to the burdens of life and fail to see God in the midst of all 
things, we become spiritually drowsy and begin, in a sense, to fall asleep.   
As the liturgical year comes to a close, today, reflect upon the fact that God is calling you to 
become wide awake.  He wants your full attention and He wants you completely sober in your 
life of faith.  Put your eyes on Him and let Him keep you continually prepared for His imminent 
return. 
Lord, I do love You and I desire to love You all the more.  Help me to remain wide awake in my 
life of faith.  Help me to keep my eyes on You through all things so that I am always prepared for 
You when You come to me.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 
PRAYERS 

Thanksgiving Prayer – Prayer of Thanksgiving to God 
“Lord of all the blessings You have bestowed, 
Source of all life, giver of all grace: 
we thank you for the gift of life, 
for the breath that keeps us alive, the food of this earth that sustains life, 
for the love of family and friends 
without which there would be no life. 
Father, we thank You for the mystery of creation; 
for the beauty that the eye can see, 
the melody that ear may hear, 
also for the unknown that we cannot behold filling the universe with wonder, 
for the reaches of space that draws  us beyond the definitions of our selves. 
We thank You for setting us in communities; 
for families who foster our becoming, 
the friends who love us by choice, 
for companions at work, who share our burdens and daily responsibilities, 
also for the strangers who welcome us into their hearts, 

for people from other lands who call us to expand in understanding, 

the children who brighten our moments with delight, 

and for the  unborn, who offer us hope for the future. 

Lord, we thank You for this day; 

for  life and an extra day to love, 

the opportunities and one more day to work for justice and peace, 

for the neighbors and one more person to love 

and by whom be love, 

also for Your grace and one more opportunity to experience  Your presence, 

for Your promise; 

to be with us, 

to be our God, 

and to give salvation. 

for these, and all blessings, 



we give You thanks, eternal, loving God, 

through Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen 

 

Help Me Thanksgiving Day Prayer 
O God, when I have food, help me to remember the hungry; 

When I have work, help me to remember the jobless; 

When I have a home, help me to remember those who have no home at all; 

When I am without pain, help me to remember those who suffer, 

And remembering, help me to destroy my complacency; 

bestir my compassion, and be concerned enough to help; 

By word and deed, those who cry out for what we take for granted. 

Amen. 
       — Samuel F. Pugh 
 

 
 
Thanksgiving Prayer – Thanksgiving Meal Prayer 
“ 
“Lord, as we bow our heads to pray, we give thanks to You, for this Thanksgiving Day. 
Father, we thank you, for our families, friends, and for all the blessings, both big and small, that 
you dish out on us each day. 
God, we give thanks to you for this food and for the hands that have cooked it. Lord, we ask for 
your blessings upon this meal: that it will nourish our bodies and refresh our souls. 
Also we give thanks to you for this wonderful time together, and for each one present 
here on this day. 
Father we ask you, dear Lord, let each one of us feel your love, comfort, and presence in our 
lives today and every day. 
Let us not forget those who can’t be here with us today. For we give thanks to you for them, too. 
We miss our loved ones, Lord, but we are thankful for all the good times that we shared with 
them. 
Lord, we know, that this life is not all there is; that the best part is yet to come if we live for you. 
So, help us each day to live our lives in ways that honor and please You. Also we’ll not forget to 
give you all the praise and glory. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.” 
 

 

SCHEDULE  FOR  THE  WEEK  OF 
SATURDAY  21 -  SUNDAY 29  NOVEMBER 

Saturday  21  Nov 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Baptisms 
 1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.  Confessions 
 5:00 p.m.  Vigil  Mass 
Sunday  22  Nov     Solemnity of Christ the King 
 7:00 a.m.  Mass 



 8:30 a.m.  Mass      
 11:30 a.m.  Mass 
 2:00 p.m.  Mass   St. Mary’s Cemetery  
Monday   23  Nov      
 Day  OFf 
Tuesday  24  Nov 
    8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 9:00  Appointment 
 7:00 p.m.  Parish Council  
Wednesday  25  Nov      
 6:30 a.m.  Mass 
 7:00 – 8:30  Confessions 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 9:00 a.m.  Appointment 
Thursday  26  Nov     Thanksgiving Day 
 8:30 a.m.  Thanksgiving  Mass 
Friday   27  Nov     
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 9:30 a.m.  Appointment  
 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Adoration   
Saturday  28  Nov 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 9:30 a.m.  Baptisms 
 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Confessions 
 5:00 p.m.  Mass     

Sunday   29  Nov   First Sunday of Advent 
 7:00 a.m.  Mass 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 11:30 a.m.  Mass  
 7:00 p.m.    Brig Mass 
 

“When it comes to life, the critical thing is whether you take things for 

granted or take them with gratitude.” - G.K. Chesterton 

“Remember the past with gratitude. Live the present with Enthusiasm. 

Look forward to the future with confidence.”- St. John Paul II 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 


