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SUNDAY  REFLECTION 
How do we learn to be Christians?  The answer is that we have to learn to behave in a particular 
way:  the way of love.  It was to establish the community that would live in this way that Jesus 
was sent to us by the Father; and it is to be the people who live in this way that we are called to 
belong the Church today. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind; and You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
This is what is commanded to each of us; but it is given as the greatest commandment of ‘The  
Law’ – and The Law was the most valuable possession of a community, a people.  We are each 
called to love God and neighbor, but we do this not as loners but as part of a community.  Then, 
with each practicing love of God and neighbor, the community will be like a transmitter 
showing the love of God and the new way of life he calls us to live to all around us. 
We live in a culture of ideologies where often we value idea more than people.  Think of how 
often people are sacrifice to ideas, ‘values’, theories – and we in the church are as bad as 



everyone else in this!  We place ‘believing’ – meaning ‘having the right ideas’ – above 
everything else and there is an efficient corps of ‘temple police’ who think that going around 
checking on ideas is a holy duty!  They have even converted the church – supposedly ’the 
community of love’ – into warring mobs!  But we must reassert the real priorities:  the Father 
invites us to belong through the Christ, belonging and following we learn to behave as befits a 
covenant community; and then belonging and behaving it becomes obvious that we have an 
vision of a world transformed – to reflect on this leads us to state what it is to believe! 
The hard thing is to remember the sequence:  belonging, behaving, believing. 
People should be able to spot us as Christians by the way we live long before they have found 
out what beliefs distinguish us. 
 
In their studies, the rabbis had identified a myriad of precepts in the Torah that should be 
observed and upheld.  Yet there was also among them a move towards synthesis, and 
prioritizing: 
          Rabbi Sinai expounded:  ‘On Mount Sinai 613 commandments were communicated 
          to Moses:  365 negative commands, corresponding to the number of days in a solar 
          calendar year, and 248 positive commands, corresponding to the number of limbs 
          and organs of the human body …  Then came David, who reduced these  
          commandments to 11, as it is written [in Ps 15] …  Then came Isaiah who reduced  
          them to 6, as it is written [in Is. 33:15-16] …  Then came Micah who reduced them  
          to 3, as it is written:  “What does the Lord ask of you, only this, to practice justice,  
          to love kindness, to walk humbly with your God?”  [Mic. 6:8] …  Again came Isaiah  
          and reduced them to 2, as it is written:  ‘Thus says the Lord:  keep justice and do 
          righteousness’ [Isa. 56:1] …  But it is Habakkuk who came and reduced all the 
          commandments to one, as it is written:  ‘the righteous shall live by faith’ [Hab. 2:4]. 
                 (Babylonian Talmud, Makkot, 23b-24a) 
That was one of the rabbinic attempts at ranking the precepts of the Law, at discerning which 
commandment merited the first place.  Jesus, however, doesn’t operate within that kind of 
casuistry, but prefers to go to the heart, to the foundation of the believer’s life … citing first the 
fundamental commandment, the Shema ‘Isra’el, (Deut. 6:4-5), recited three times daily by 
every believing Jew, and then He closes it, interpreting it, saying … ‘this is the greatest and the 
first commandment’.  But to this commandment to love God, the other command to love one’s 
neighbor; ‘you must love your neighbor as yourself’ (Lev. 19:18) … an alignment, a combination 
without parallel in ancient Jewish literature and commentary.  It is, in fact, by going back to the 
very will of the legislator, that Jesus discerns that love of God and of neighbor stand in an 
inseparable relationship with one another:  the Law and the Prophets are summarized in and 
completely dependent upon the love of God and the neighbor, not one without the other. 
Not by chance in this gospel text is the second commandment defined as resembling the first, 
placed on a par with it, attributed the same importance, the same weight, with the evangelist 
Luke, in his version, even uniting them into a single commandment (Lk. 10:27). 
We speak so easily of loving God, and come to think of ourselves as loving Him, cultivation our 
desire for Him in prayer, appealing to Him singing about our thirst for Him, longing to remain 
always close to Him, and diligently offering heart, soul, and mind to Him.  Yet, we always need 
to discern whether in this loving desire, God in actually being heard, whether His will is being 



carried out, or whether, in the end, in this relationship we content ourselves with a love of 
desire, without also having within us the love of listening and an active obedience to His will. 
Our relationship with God can easily be exposed to the risk of idolatry, for if God is reduced to 
an object of our love, of our desire, if we love an image of God that we have molded, then God 
is indeed but an idol, not the living God who comes to reveal Himself to us and to draw us into 
communion with Him.  As human beings we have need to express our love for God even in the 
language of desire, a desire that invades us and that pushes us out of ourselves.  However, we 
must also keep what is most essential before our minds:  if we yearn to embrace the Holy One, 
the living God, He enters into an intimate relationship with us, only to the extent that we listen 
to Him, and recognize Him present in our brothers and sisters, and carry out His will in love of 
them. 
The commandment of love of neighbor is not to be reduced to mere emotion or confused with 
a simple ‘niceness’.  These are often its components, but love must always follow truth, and it is 
not ultimately loving to tell people falsehoods or to encourage them along a false path that will 
not lead to their true happiness.  Even when we love, we cannot always say yes.  This challenge 
can sometimes arise with someone near and dear to us, who is engaging in some self-
destructive behavior, sometimes without realizing it.  In the truth of love we must sometimes 
say no, for love cannot approve of everything.  In the end, we must trust that people will know 
whether we love them, and know whether we love God.  And if they know of our love and 
experienc4e it, it is possible to say even difficult and challenging things.  In the end, our 
hesitations and doubts will still be answered by love.  
In summary, God is to be love by loving others as He loves them.  Our love for others is what 
makes our love for God true and real, it is the locus of revelation, and the only authentic sign 
that we are disciples of Jesus.  It is what He so clearly affirmed:  ‘It is by your love for one 
another that everyone will recognize you as My disciples’ (Jn. 13:33).  The truth about a loving 
desire for God is to be seen, therefore, in the love of the one who concretely carries out His 
will:  ‘No one has ever seen God, but as long as we love each other, God remains in us, and His 
love comes to its perfection in us’ (1 Jn. 4:12). 
 
STEWARDSHIP:   We fulfill the commandment to love our neighbor when we exercise good 
stewardship – joyfully sharing our gifts of life, abilities, and resources to meet our neighbor’s 
need. 
 
READINGS  FOR  SOLEMNITY  OF  ALL  SAINTS                                            1  NOV  ‘20 
Rv. 7:2-4, 9-14:   The lives of the saints encourage us to persevere as Christ’s followers even 
when we stumble and falter, as St. John’s vision of heaven shows the blessings that await those 
who remain faithful to their calling. 
1 Jn. 3:1-3:   Created in God’s image, we are already children of God.  Yet the full realization of 
what that means in our eternal relationship with God is something to which we look forward in 
anticipation and hope. 
Mt. 5:1-12:   The values of God’s kingdom are different from those of the world.  Jesus 
encourages us to follow those values even in the face of opposition, with the assurance that we 
will be numbered among the saints, and our reward will also be in heaven. 



 
CHURCH  BUILDING   SANCTUARY  Continued 
PRESIDER’S  CHAIR   Continued 
Chair as Symbol of God’s Shared Authority 
In the realm of Jewish religious practice, the synagogue was known for its “Seat of Moses,” a 
chair mentioned by Christ as a place where the scribes and Pharisees gave the authentic 
interpretation of the law Moses (Mt 23:2). Though Christ speaks of the Seat of Moses in his 
caution against hypocrisy, it only emphasizes the fundamental notion of the chair as a symbol 
of a living authority which made the authority of Moses accessible centuries after his death. 
Twentieth-century liturgical scholar Louis Bouyer understood the importance of the Seat of 
Moses as more than a piece of furniture, since from it “the word embedded in a tradition still 
alive could be received.” (Louis Bouyer, Liturgy and Architecture, South Bend, IN: University of 
Notre Dame Press, 1967). 
The seat was not simply a human-derived sign of office but a theological concept indicated by 
a material object rendering knowable to the senses that “there was always among them 
someone held as the authentic depositary of the living tradition of God’s word, first given to 
Moses, and able to communicate it always anew, although substantially the same.”(Bouyer, 
11).  Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger gave strong support to Bouyer’s claims in his 2000 book The 
Spirit of the Liturgy, reiterating that the rabbi was not simply a professor analyzing the Word 
of God on his own authority, but the means through which “God speaks through Moses today.” 
The chair made clear that the event in which God gave the law to Moses on Mount Sinai was 
“not simply a thing of the past” but God himself speaking.  (Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, The Spirit 
of the Liturgy, (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2000).  In other words, God does not abandon his 
people after he gives the law. He allows a living authority to continue, and this authority is 
signified by a chair. 
The proper use of this authority, of course, is directed to the glorification of God and bringing 
humanity to its eschatological fulfillment. Christ himself speaks of the end times in the context 
of chairs, noting that the time will come when he sits on a glorious throne and the apostles will 
sit in thrones near him in heaven (Mt 19:28). Christ’s reign in heaven provides the 
ultimate accomplished fulfillment of the offices of priest-sanctifier, prophet-teacher and king-
leader. The Old Testament foretold it and the events of the Paschal Mystery made it accessible 
to human beings. Yet as Christ reigns in heaven, he gives this threefold power to his Church, 
entrusting it to its visible hierarchy: the successor of Peter and the successors of the apostles. 
The Chair of Peter presides over the chairs of the bishops, the chairs of the bishops preside 
over the chairs of priests in parishes, and the chairs of priests indicate their presiding over 
those who sit in the pews. And, of course, the throne of Christ presides over it all. 
To be continued. 
 
CANONIZATION    Continued 
The Process 
The first person to be canonized outside of Rome by a Pope was in 993 CE, when Saint Udalric, 
the Bishop of Augsburg (893–973) was named a saint by Pope John XV.  Udalric was a very 
virtuous man who had inspired the men of Augsburg when they were under siege.  Since then, 



the procedure varied considerably over the centuries since then, the process is today quite 
specific.  In 1643, Pope Urban VIII issued the Apostolic letter Caelestis Hierusalem cives that 
exclusively reserved the right to canonize and beatify to the Apostolic See; other changes 
included evidentiary requirements and the creation of the office of the Promoter of the Faith, 
also known as the Devil's Advocate, who is assigned to critically question the virtues of anyone 
suggested for sainthood.  
The current system of beatification has been in place since 1983, under an Apostolic 
constitution of Divinus Perfectionis Magister of Pope John Paul II. 
Servant of God  
Candidates for sainthood must first be named Servant of God (Servus Dei in Latin), and that 
person is named at least five years after his or her death by the bishop of the place where the 
person died.  The diocese completes an exhaustive search of the candidate's writings, sermons, 
and speeches is undertaken, writes a detailed biography, and collects eyewitness testimony.  If 
the prospective saint passes, permission is then granted for the body of the Servant of God to 
be exhumed and examined, to ensure that no superstitious or heretical worship of the 
individual has taken place.  
Venerable and Blessed 
The next status the candidate goes through is Venerable (Venerabilis), in which the 
Congregation for the Causes of the Saints recommends to the pope that he proclaim the 
Servant of God "Heroic in Virtue," meaning that he has exercised to a heroic degree the virtues 
of faith, hope, and charity.  
Venerables then make the step to Beatification or "Blessed," when they are deemed "worthy 
of belief," that is to say, that the church is certain that the individual is in heaven and saved.  
Finally, a Beatified individual may be canonized as a saint, if at least two miracles have been 
performed through the intercession of the individual after his or her death.  Only then can the 
Rite of Canonization be performed by the Pope, when the Pope declares that the individual is 
with God and a worthy example of following Christ.  Among the most recent people canonized 
include Popes John XXIII and John Paul II in 2014, and Mother Teresa of Calcutta in 2016.  
Canonized and Acclaimed Saints 
Most of the saints whom we refer to by that title (for instance, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton or Pope 
Saint John Paul II) have gone through this process of canonization.  Others, such as Saint Paul 
and Saint Peter and the other apostles, and many of the saints from the first millennium of 
Christianity, received the title through acclamation—the universal recognition of their holiness. 
Catholics believe that both types of saints (canonized and acclaimed) are already in Heaven, 
which is why one of the requirements for the canonization process is proof of miracles 
performed by the deceased Christian after his death.  (Such miracles, the Church teaches, are 
the result of the saint's intercession with God in heaven.)  Canonized saints can be venerated 
anywhere and prayed to publicly, and their lives are held up to Christians still struggling here on 
earth as examples to be imitated. 
 
POPE  FRANCIS’  LATEST  STATEMENT 
In the past week Pope Francis has been quoted from a recent documentary on his life as stating 
his support for legalizing civil union for homosexual couples.  As would be expect there has 



been a storm of comment and questions, some quite heated,  regarding this statement and its 
implications. 
Personally I find myself puzzled, stunned, shocked, disappointed, at a loss and angry about this 
situation; again.  Frequently in the past the Pope has made statements, off the cuff or 
otherwise, that have left many if not most people scratching their heads about the intent and 
meaning.  And, in good percentage of those times as with this recent case there has been no 
communication from Rome to explain, or clarify what has been said.  In this case some 
individuals have immediately jumped to the conclusion that this is the harbinger of a new 
opening in the attitude of the Church towards the LBG community, expanding the definition of 
marriage, an eventually acceptance of pro-choice positions, etc.  The basic statement does not 
state or imply any of this.  What I find especially disappointing is that a massive administrative 
organization sush as the Vatican is not reviewing material such as this and supplying clarifying 
comments. 
I have reproduced below, for your information, two recent commentaries on this personal 
statement by Pope Francis from two moderate writers on the life of the Church; Msgr. Pope 
and Fr. De Souza both of whom are contributors to the National Catholic Register Newspaper. 
   

1.  Pope Francis Didn’t Change Church Teaching on Marriage 
COMMENTARY: There is less in the Holy Father’s comments than meets the eye, but it remains 
a significant statement, and what exactly it means remains unclear. 
The global headlines reporting that Pope Francis is in favor of civil unions for same-sex couples 
presented the Holy Father’s comments as a dramatic shift in the Catholic Church’s teaching on 
homosexual relationships. There is less here than meets the eye, but it remains a significant 
statement.  

What exactly it means remains unclear. The Holy Father’s brief comments — a few sentences — 
in a documentary film released Oct. 21 were not part of a carefully drafted address, let alone a 
formal teaching document. The comments are of the same weight and character of the 
airborne press conferences that Pope Francis has not had the opportunity to conduct this 
pandemic year. Perhaps this film was embraced as an opportunity to scratch that garrulous 
itch. 
But there has been discussion that improper editing of the Pope’s statements has led too much 
of the confusion. 
There is something of an “imbroglio” about all this.  
A modestly competent Vatican communications operation ought to have previewed the 
documentary and prepared explanatory background materials to help viewers understand what 
the Holy Father was doing — and what he was not doing. 
  
What Pope Francis Did 
It has been a hallmark of the Francis pontificate that he draws close to those on the 
“peripheries,” to the suffering and the wounded. Indeed, it is one of the most attractive aspects 
of his witness and ministry. Whether the “gay rights” movement is on the peripheries is 
debatable, but that there are those in the “LGBT” community who feel excluded, even 
ostracized, from the life of the Church is a pastoral reality that the Holy Father has sought to 



address. His initial comment is entirely consistent with many of his previous statements and 
actions: 
Homosexual people have the right to be in a family. They are children of God. You can’t kick 
someone out of a family, nor make their life miserable for this.” 
It should be noted that the use of the “LGBT” acronym in many news stories and commentaries 
is, in this case, wildly inaccurate. The Holy Father spoke of “homosexual people” (LGB) and not 
“trans” (T) people; to the contrary, Pope Francis is perhaps the world leader most vociferously 
opposed to what he frequently denounces as “gender ideology.” 
The second part of the Holy Father’s comment dealt with legal arrangements for same-sex 
couples: 
“What we have to create is a civil union law; that way they are legally covered.” 
As has been well documented in biographies of Pope Francis, in 2010 as archbishop of Buenos 
Aires he fought against same-sex “marriage” but advocated for “civil unions” or some legal 
protections for same-sex couples.  
The distinction he made at the time was that only marriage is marriage — meaning a man and a 
woman — but that individuals in other relationships might be afforded protections of law.  
That the Holy Father said that “we have to create” has been interpreted by some as kind of 
pontifical mandate, but that is too much weight to put upon a passing comment. In any case, 
the civil-union horse has long since left the barn, so it remains unclear what situations the Holy 
Father had in mind. In much of the world, civil unions would be seen as a step backward for 
same-sex rights; in other parts of the world it is dismissed as a distraction from the prize of 
same-sex “marriage.” 
It is odd, but true, that the declaration of Pope Francis is almost entirely irrelevant to the world. 
It remains relevant to the Church (see below). Given that he referred to his position in 2010 
— “I stood up for that” — it is entirely possible that he was offering an explanatory 
comment on recent history. 
What Pope Francis Did Not Do 
The Holy Father did not change Church teaching on the nature of marriage, nor did he suggest 
that other arrangements could make same-sex relationships equivalent to marriage.  
“His comments in no way signal a departure from the teaching of the Catholic Church 
concerning marriage or homosexuality,” said Bishop David Zubik of Pittsburgh. “It speaks, 
rather, of a pastoral approach to these issues.” 
Bishop Zubik noted that the papal exhortation Amoris Laetitia (2016) invites compassion for 
homosexual people and their families (250). That same document also teaches that “there are 
absolutely no grounds for considering homosexual unions to be in any way similar or even 
remotely analogous to God’s plan for marriage and family” (251).  
In saying that “homosexual people” have a “right” to be “in a family” or “part of family” 
(depending upon the translation) it does not seem that Pope Francis is speaking about complex 
legal matters like IVF or adoption. He is likely referring to families of origin and that homosexual 
people should not be driven out or deprived of the love of their parents, siblings and relatives. 
If the Holy Father had more than that in mind, he would have said so; he is repeating here what 
he taught in Amoris Laetitia. 
The San Francisco Solution 



In 1997, the city of San Francisco mandated that employers — including the Catholic Church — 
provide benefits to same-sex couples. Archbishop William Levada — the future Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith prefect under Benedict XVI — proposed a different solution. An 
employee could designate another person at the same address to share in the benefits. That 
would satisfy the city’s demands that same-sex couples in a sexual relationship would have 
benefits, but also did not involve the Church in a formal recognition of such relationships as 
equivalent to marriage. (The same logic would apply to common-law relationships.)  
The San Francisco solution would permit an employee to designate a sibling, an elderly parent 
or an adult child, and so arguments were made that it was a pro-family policy in effect, even if 
had not originated as such. 
The current archbishop of San Francisco, Salvatore Cordileone, issued a statement on the Holy 
Father’s remarks that put “civil unions” in the context of the San Francisco solution: 
“I would add that a civil union of this type (one which is not equated to marriage) should be as 
inclusive as possible, and not be restricted to two people of the same sex in a presumed sexual 
relationship. There is no reason, for example, why a brother and a sister, both of whom are 
unmarried and support each other, should not have access to these kinds of benefits. Marriage 
is unique because it is the only institution that connects children to their mothers and fathers, 
and therefore is presumed to be a sexual relationship.”   
Fake Marriage 
In 2017, columnist Michael Sean Winters of the National Catholic Reporter, a self-styled liberal 
Catholic sympathetic to same-sex “marriage,” sketched out a scenario in which he would enter 
a (fake) same-sex “marriage”: 
“If I found out tomorrow I had cancer and only had six months to live, I would marry my former 
roommate, who is also a male. I would not do so because we are lovers, as we are not. I would 
not do so because I intended by that action to approximate in anyway the sacrament of 
marriage the church bestows. No, I would do so because, having been the executor of my dad’s 
relatively small and simple estate, I know it would be much, much easier to deal with things like 
my bank accounts and, most especially, my dog if I had a legal spouse who lived on after me.”  
Winters is not discussing a homosexual relationship, but the legal and logistical issues are 
similar. A “civil union” permits other relationships — including but not limited to same-sex 
sexual relationships — to address such matters. Depending on how drafted, such provisions 
would obviate the need for Winters and other like him to opt for a fake marriage, but enjoy 
legal protections. 
  
Father James Martin 
Jesuit Father James Martin explains why he regards the Holy Father’s comments as 
“momentous”: 
“First, he is saying them as Pope, not as Archbishop of Buenos Aires. Second, Francis is very 
clearly supporting, not simply tolerating, civil unions. Third, he is saying it on camera, in a new 
documentary, not privately. (I’ve seen the film and the filmmaker wisely shows him saying this 
on camera, not as a voiceover.) 
“This is an historic step forward for the church in its relationship with LGBTQ people, and 
LGBTQ Catholics.” 



Father Martin is to the pontificate of Pope Francis as Father Robert Barron was for Benedict XVI 
or Father Richard John Neuhaus was for St. John Paul II — the privileged American sacerdotal 
interpreter. He captures in a particular way the intent, or flavor, of what the Holy Father wishes 
to do, and attention ought to be paid. Father Martin is granted considerable attention by media 
outlets who regard him as a champion of changing Catholic teaching on homosexuality. 
And so while there is less here than meets the eye, it is not insignificant. And significance is not 
determined only by parsing syntax, but how things are received.  
After all, the signature phrase of the entire ministry of Pope Francis — his version of John Paul’s 
“Be not afraid!” — was a similar extemporaneous comment about homosexual people: “Who 
am I to judge?” 
Father Raymond J. de Souza Father Raymond J. de Souza is the founding editor of Convivium magazine. 
Copied from the National Catholic Register Daily UpDate 23 Oct 2020 
 
 

2. What Every Catholic Needs to Remember About the Pope’s Opinions on Civil Unions 
Whatever the Pope’s reason and motives for making his remarks in the interview, they remain 
his personal opinions. 
Many Catholics are once again grieved that the Holy Father, Pope Francis, has chosen to 
indiscreetly express his personal views on a critical moral issue of our day.  Regarding same-sex 
unions he declared:  
What we have to create is a civil union law. That way they are legally covered, I stood up for 
that. 
But this point must be emphasized — namely, that this is his personal view and cannot signal a 
change in the perennial teaching of the Sacred Scriptures and of the Church. The teaching 
remains clear that homosexual acts, along with fornication and adultery, are sinful and cannot 
be approved under any circumstances. Nor can any pope unseat the biblical teaching that 
marriage is the union of one man with one woman till death do them part, bearing fruit in the 
children God shall deign to send them. More on these teachings in a moment.  
Some have argued that the Pope has said these things before. Some also argue that he is 
attempting to find a “third way” wherein we stop short of describing same-sex unions as 
marriages and instead speak of them as “civil unions.” In so doing, same-sex unions can obtain 
some (or all) of the legal privileges afforded to heterosexual marriages while remaining a 
distinct category called a “civil union.” While some bishops have commended this approach, 
many others have rejected it as signaling approval for unions that are contrary to Scripture and 
the natural law and which involve immoral sexual activity.  
Whatever the Pope’s reason and motives, they remain his personal opinions. Remarks made in 
interviews or documentaries do not qualify as acts of the papal magisterium. While these 
distinctions may be reasonably clear to theologians, they are often lost on most Catholics, who 
do not always understand these distinctions and shouldn’t have to. The pope and other clergy 
should not burden the faithful with trying to sort out and understand what is said, what it 
means and whether it binds or signals a true change in teaching. Popes and other Church 
leaders need to be more discreet about what they casually say and avoid the all-too-common 
tendency to grant wide-ranging interviews or to being the subject of flattering documentaries 
that often overemphasize what the world wants to hear.  

https://www.ncregister.com/author/father-raymond-j-de-souza


The remarks of the pope here and on many previous occasions have confused, bewildered and 
saddened many Catholics who look for clear guidance in and age of confusion. This problem is 
not unique to Pope Francis. Pope Benedict XVI also gave a number of book-length interviews, 
and some of his remarks there along with public lectures also caused confusion 
(e.g. here and here).  
My plea to our Holy Father, once again, would be that he refrain from interviews with secular 
sources, press conferences in from interviews with secular sources, press conferences in 
airplanes and off-the-cuff remarks. It is best to stick with issuing carefully-reviewed statements 
through official channels and to speak a lot less in general. His remarks about climate change, 
economic models and the presidential race in the United States are a mere annoyance to some 
Catholics. But when he opines in confusing ways about foundational matters such as the family, 
sexuality and the sacrament of Holy Matrimony, the effects can be devastating.  
As a priest, I can say his remarks here, and in the past, make my work of teaching and preaching 
a lot harder. Dissenters are emboldened and the faithful are discouraged. It is also very 
awkward to have to “popesplain” and remind people that private opinions of the pope can be 
ignored and do not bind. It is even more difficult to say I must publicly disagree with him. 
Priests and bishops should not be put in this position. It makes us seem insubordinate and 
raises doubts about what we teach to generations of Catholics who have been taught to revere 
the Pope and pray for him. The unity of the Church is also severely undermined by such offhand 
comments.  
I thus wish to reiterate to readers and my parishioners alike, the care of whose souls I hold 
dear: The Church cannot in any way approve what God and the natural law teach and reveal to 
be immoral. This includes homosexual acts along with other sexual sins such as fornication, 
prostitution and adultery. The only lawful place for sexual intimacy is within a valid marriage. 
There are no exceptions to this. 
This is consistently taught in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, and made clear in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. As clergy and shepherds of God’s people we cannot be 
unclear about this, especially in an age that celebrates and condones many sexual matters that 
God calls sin. 
Msgr. Charles Pope Msgr. Charles Pope is currently a dean and pastor in the Archdiocese of Washington, DC, 
where he has served on the Priest Council, the College of Consultors, and the Priest Personnel Board. Along with 
publishing a daily blog at the Archdiocese of Washington website, he has written in pastoral journals, conducted 
numerous retreats for priests and lay faithful, and has also conducted weekly Bible studies in the U.S. Congress and 
the White House. He was named a Monsignor in 2005. 
 

 
 

REFLECTIONS  ON  DAILY  READINGS 
THIRTIETH  WEEK  26  -  31  OCTOBER 

Jesus Heals 
Monday  26 October 
     Eph. 4:32-5:8     Ps. 1:1-4, 6     Lk. 13:10-17 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/nov/21/pope-benedict-condoms-hiv-infection#:%7E:text=9%20years%20old-,Pope%20Benedict%20says%20that%20condoms%20can%20be,stop%20the%20spread%20of%20HIV&text=In%20a%20break%20with%20his,to%20be%20published%20this%20week.
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Jesus was teaching in a synagogue on the sabbath. And a woman was there who for 
eighteen years had been crippled by a spirit; she was bent over, completely incapable of 
standing erect. When Jesus saw her, he called to her and said, “Woman, you are set free of 
your infirmity.” He laid his hands on her, and she at once stood up straight and glorified 
God.  (Lk. 13:10-13)  

Every miracle of Jesus is certainly an act of love given toward the person healed.  In this story, 
this woman was suffering for eighteen years and Jesus shows her compassion by healing 
her.  And though it is a clear act of love for her directly, there is much more to the story as a 
lesson for us. 
One message we can take from this story comes from the fact that Jesus heals on His own 
initiative.  Though some miracles are performed at the request and prayer of the one healed, 
this miracle comes simply through the goodness of Jesus and His compassion.  This woman 
apparently was not seeking a healing, but when Jesus saw her His heart went out to her and He 
healed her.   
So it is with us, Jesus knows what we need before we ask Him.  Our duty is to always remain 
faithful to Him and know that in our fidelity He will give us what we need even before we ask. 
A second message comes from the fact that this woman “stood up straight” once she was 
healed.  This is a symbolic image of what grace does to us.  When God enters our life, we are 
able to stand up straight, so to speak.  We are able to walk with a new confidence and 
dignity.  We discover who we are and live freely in His grace. 
Reflect, today, upon these two facts.  God knows every need you have and will answer those 
needs when it is best for you.  Also, when He bestows His grace on you, it will enable you to live 
in full confidence as His son or daughter.   
Lord, I surrender myself to You and trust in Your abundant mercy.  I trust that You will enable 
me to walk in Your ways every day of my life with full confidence.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
Conversion of Heart 
Tuesday  27 October  
     Eph. 5:21-33     Ps. 128: 1-5     Lk. 13:18-21 

Again he said, “To what shall I compare the Kingdom of God? It is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch of dough was 
leavened.”  (Lk. 13:20-21)  

Yeast is a fascinating thing.  It is so small in size and yet has such a powerful effect upon the 
dough.  The yeast works slowly and somewhat miraculously.  Little by little the dough rises and 
is transformed.  This is always something fascinating for children to watch when making bread.  
This is the ideal way for the Gospel to work in our lives.  Right now, the Kingdom of God is first 
and foremost alive in our hearts.  The conversion of our hearts will rarely effectively take place 
in a day or in a moment.  Sure, each day and every moment is important, and there are 
certainly powerful moments of conversion we can all point to.  But conversion of heart is more 
like the yeast causing the dough to rise.  The conversion of heart is usually something that takes 
place little by little and step by step.  We allow the Holy Spirit to take control of our lives in a 
continually deepening way and, as we do, we grow deeper and deeper in holiness just as dough 
rises slowly but surely. 



Reflect, today, upon this image of yeast causing dough to rise.  Do you see this as an image of 
your soul?  Do you see the Holy Spirit working on you little by little?  Do you see yourself 
changing slowly but steadily?  Hopefully the answer is “Yes.”  Though conversion may not 
always take place overnight, it must be constant so as to enable the soul to progress to that 
place prepared for it by God. 
Lord, I do desire to become holy.  I desire to be transformed little by little every day.  Help me to 
allow You to change me every moment of my life so that I can continually walk the path You 
have laid out for me.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
Wednesday  28 October     Saints Simon & Jude    Apostles, Martyrs 
     Eph. 2:19-22     Ps. 19:22-5     Lk. 6:12-16 
This is a feast of the apostles Simon and Jude, but apparently there is no trace whatever of 
them outside of the New Testament and no word of them anywhere after Pentecost, no 
mention even of their efforts or whether they were actually martyred or not.  
Now Christ and Paul variously describe us as servants, disciples, workers, apostles, children, and 
heirs, among other things.  That is quite a spectrum, reaching not only across the span of our 
spiritual development but also the range of the particular role and identity that the Father 
offers us and calls us to – and what we choose to accept and try to become. 
Today’s passage from Paul's Letter to the Ephesians refers to the "household of God" before 
going into the less felicitous metaphor for the Church, a building, and yet that building becomes 
the “holy temple of the Lord” here and Revelation speaks of it in a more profound and imposing 
manner reminiscent of it being the Mystical Body of Christ (21:9-14, 22-27). 
While all of those roles or identities fit us, the one I like the best because it is the closest to our 
human experience is that of being a child of God.  Just off the top of my head I think of the 
prodigal son, the son sent to the ignoble men who lease the vineyard and kill that envoy of the 
father, and the son who says "yes" and doesn't go into the field, the son who says "no" and 
does go.  The place where we relate best to God made man is in the humanity which we share 
with Him.  
But there is also the Firstborn Himself, the son of Mary, in whom all of us are called to be 
children of the Father.  He is the image of what it means to be a child of God but is above all the 
living God Himself who helps us not to mirror that image but to live and become alive in the 
same way, with the same life, filled with the same Spirit. 
And like all children, each of us will become different in how we live out the lives we are given, 
how we ourselves choose to respond to the love that gave us life.  A few us will be well known, 
but most of us will be Simons and Judes, true apostles but often enough hidden ones even from 
ourselves.... 
 
Overcoming Intimidation 
Thursday  29 October 
     Eph 6:10-20     Ps. 144:1, 2, 9-10     Lk. 13:31-35 

Some Pharisees came to Jesus and said, “Go away, leave this area because Herod wants to 
kill you.” He replied, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and I perform 
healings today and tomorrow, and on the third day I accomplish my purpose.’“  (Lk. 13:31-
32) 



What an interesting exchange this was between Jesus and some of the Pharisees.  It’s 
interesting to look at both the action of the Pharisees as well as that of Jesus. 
It could be asked why the Pharisees spoke to Jesus in this way, warning Him of Herod’s 
intent.  Were they worried about Jesus and, therefore, were they trying to help Him?  Probably 
not.  Instead, we know that the majority of the Pharisees were jealous and envious of Jesus.  In 
this case, it appears that they were warning Jesus of Herod’s wrath as a way of trying to 
intimidate Him to leave their district.  Of course, Jesus wasn’t intimidated. 
Sometimes we experience the same thing.  At times we may have someone come and tell us 
some gossip about us under the guise of trying to help us, when in fact it’s a subtle way of 
intimidating us so as to fill us with fear or anxiety.   
The key is to react only in the way that Jesus did when confronted with foolishness and 
malice.  Jesus did not give in to the intimidation.  He was not at all concerned by Herod’s 
malice.  Rather, He responded in a way that told the Pharisees, in a sense, “Don’t waste your 
time trying to fill me with fear or anxiety.  I am doing the works of my Father and that’s all I 
should be concerned about.” 
What is it that bothers you in life?  What are you intimidated by?  Do you allow the opinions, 
malice or gossip of others to get you down?  The only thing we should be concerned about is 
doing the will of the Father in Heaven.  When we are confidently doing His will, we will also 
have the wisdom and courage we need to rebuke all deceit and silly intimidation in our lives. 
Reflect, today, upon your own commitment to the will of the Father in your life.  Are you 
fulfilling His will?  If so, do you find that some people come and try to deter you?  Strive to have 
the same confidence of Jesus and keep focused on the mission given to you by God. 
Lord, I do trust in Your divine will.  I trust in the plan You have laid out for me and refuse to be 
influenced or intimidated by the foolishness and malice of others.  Give me courage and wisdom 
to keep my eyes on You in all things.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
Inviting Jesus 
Friday  30 October 23, 2020     Phil. 1:1-11     Ps. 111:1-6     Lk. 14:1-6 

On a sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the leading Pharisees, and the 
people there were observing him carefully.  (Lk. 14:1) 

This line, from the beginning of today’s Gospel, reveals two things worth pondering. 
First, Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the leading Pharisees.  This was no small 
thing.  In fact, it was most likely the source of much discussion among the people and the other 
Pharisees.  It shows us that Jesus does not play favorites.  He did not only come for the poor 
and weak.  He also came for the conversion of the wealthy and powerful.  Too often we forget 
that simple fact.  Jesus came for all people, loves all people and responds to invitations from all 
who want to have Him in their lives.  Of course this passage also reveals that Jesus was not 
afraid to come to the home of this leading Pharisee and challenge him and his guests so as to 
move them to a change of heart. 
Second, this passage states that people were “observing Him carefully.”  Perhaps some were 
just curious and were looking for something to talk about later with their friends.  But others 
were most likely observing Him carefully because they truly wanted to understand Him.  They 
could tell there was something unique about Jesus and they wanted to know more about Him. 



These two lessons should encourage us to realize that Jesus does love us and will respond to 
our openness to His presence in our lives.  All we have to do is ask and be open to Him coming 
to “dine” with us.  We should also learn from the witness of those who were observing Him 
carefully.  They reveal to us the good desire we should have to keep our eyes fixed on 
Jesus.  Though some who observed Him carefully turned against Him and mocked Him, there 
were others who observed Him carefully and embraced Jesus and His message.   
Reflect, today, upon your willingness to invite Jesus into the home of your heart and life’s 
situation.  Know that He will accept any invitation you offer.  And as Jesus comes to you, give 
Him your full attentiveness.  Observe all that He says and does and let His presence and 
message become the foundation of your life. 
Lord, I do invite You into my heart.  I invite You into every situation in my life.  Please come dwell 
with me in my family.  Come dwell with me at work, among friends, in my hardships, during my 
despair, and in all things.  Help my attentiveness to You and Your will and lead me to all You 
have in store for my life.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
The Embarrassment of Pride 
Saturday  31 October  
     Phil. 1:18-26     Ps. 42:2-3, 5     Lk. 14:1, 7-11      

“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not recline at table in the 
place of honor. A more distinguished guest than you may have been invited by him, and 
the host who invited both of you may approach you and say, ‘Give your place to this man,’ 
and then you would proceed with embarrassment to take the lowest place.”  (Lk. 14:8-9)  

In telling this parable to those dining with Him at the Pharisee’s house, Jesus strikes a chord in 
their hearts.  It is clear that His audience was filled with those who sought the esteem of others 
and were very concerned about their social reputation.  It would have been a frightening 
thought for them to take the place of honor at a banquet only to be embarrassed by the host 
when asked to move to a lower spot.  This humiliation was clear to those who were caught up 
in the world of social prestige.   
Jesus uses this embarrassing example as a way of highlighting their pride and the danger of 
living in such a prideful way.  He goes on to say, “For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
We can never examine our consciences often enough concerning pride.  Pride is referred to as 
the “Mother of all sins” for a reason.  Pride leads to every other sin and, in many ways, is the 
source of all sin.  Therefore, if we want to strive for perfection in life, we should seek true 
humility on a daily basis. 
Humility is nothing other than seeing things as they are.  A humble person sees him/herself in 
the truth of God.  This can be hard to do because it requires that we see ourselves as weak and 
dependent upon God.  We may be able to accomplish many worldly things through our own 
strength and hard work.  But we cannot achieve happiness and goodness unless we open 
ourselves to the truth of our weaknesses and dependence upon God for all things.   
Humility also helps to purify our hearts of something that is very hard to let go of.  Pride causes 
us to deeply seek out the esteem of others and to be dependent upon that esteem for our 
happiness.  That’s a dangerous road to go down because it leaves us constantly dependent 



upon the opinions of others.  And far too often, the opinions of others are based on false and 
superficial criteria. 
Reflect, today, upon how free you are from the misleading and false opinions of others.  Sure, 
you need to regularly seek out advice from those you know and love.  But you must allow 
yourself only to be dependent upon God and His Truth.  When you do that, you will be well 
down the road of true humility. 
Lord, please make me humble.  Strip away all pride in my life so that I can turn to You and Your 
will alone.  Help me to have concern only for the Truth that You establish and to use that as the 
only measure of my soul.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

PRAYERS 
Election Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, You told us to give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, 
     and to God what belongs to God. 
Enlighten the minds of our people in America. 
May we choose a President of the United States,  
    and other government officials, according to Your Divine Will. 
Give our citizens the courage to choose leaders of our nation 
     who respect and sanctity of unborn human life, the sanctity 
     of marriage, the sanctity of marital relations, the sanctity of 
     the family, and the sanctity of the aging. 
Grant us the wisdom to give You, what belongs to You, our God. 
If we do this, as a nation, we are confident You will give us an  
     abundance of Your blessings through our elected leaders.  Amen 
          (Composed by Servant of God, Fr. John Anthony Hardon, S.J. 
            Imprimatur:  Rene H. Gracida, Bishop of Corpus Christi,  7 Jul 1972) 
 
Prayer Before an Election 
Lord God, as the election approaches, 
we seek to better understand the issues and concerns that confront our city/state/country, 
and how the Gospel compels us to respond as faithful citizens in our community. 
We ask for eyes that are free from blindness 
so that we might see each other as brothers and sisters, 
one and equal in dignity, 
especially those who are victims of abuse and violence, deceit and poverty. 
We ask for ears that will hear the cries of children unborn and those abandoned, 
Men and women oppressed because of race or creed, religion or gender. 
We ask for minds and hearts that are open to hearing the voice of leaders who will bring us 
closer to your Kingdom. 
We pray for discernment so that we may choose leaders who hear your Word, 
live your love, and keep in the ways of your truth as they follow in the steps of Jesus and His 
Apostles and guide us to your Kingdom of justice and peace. 



We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

SCHEDULE  FOR  THE  WEEK  OF 
SUNDAY 25  OCTOBER  -  1 NOVEMBER 

Weekday  Mass  schedule is  Tuesday – Saturday  8:30 a.m. 
              An additional Mass is celebrated on Wednesday at 6:30 a.m. 
                   And on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 
Confessions  are  held  on  Wednesday  between  the  two  Masses 
                                                 Thursday  evening  from  5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
        Saturday   1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

  
Sunday  25  Oct 
 7:00 a.m.  Mass 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass      
 11:30 a.m.  Mass     
Monday  26  Oct   Day Off 
Tuesday  27  Oct 
    8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 7:00 p.m.  Parish Council 
Wednesday  28  Oct 
 6:30 a.m.  Mass 
 7:00 – 8:30  Confessions 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
Thursday  29  Oct 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Confessions 
 6:30 p.m.  Mass 
Friday   30  Oct     
   8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Adoration  
Saturday  31  Oct 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 10:00 a.m.-Noon    Baptisms 
 1:30 – 4:30 p.m.  Confession 
 5:00 p.m.  Mass   All Saints Day Mass 
Sunday   1  Nov   Solemnity of All Saints 
 7:00 a.m.  Mass 
 8:30 a.m.  Mass 
 11:30 a.m.  Mass  
Monday  2  Nov    The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 Masses    6:30 a.m.     8:30 a.m.     12 Noon 



 Mass of Remembrance    7:00 p.m.  in the Cemetery weather permitting.  
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